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Af t er  t he f ami l y di nner ,  Bi l l y Fr ank,  Jr . ,  wal ked out  i nt o t he chi l l y
December  ai r  and down t o t he bank of  t he Ni squal l y Ri ver .  The f our -
t een- year - ol d boy shoved t he canoe,  a car ved out  cr oss- sect i on of  a
cedar  l og,  i nt o t he wat er .  He pol ed t he canoe upst r eam f r om a st and-
i ng posi t i on,  knowi ng t he r i ver ,  unhi nder ed by t he dar kness.  Besi des,
i t  had t o be dar k.  The st at e game war dens wer e cr acki ng down on
I ndi an Þsher men.  They knew t hat  Bi l l y Þshed t hi s st r et ch 
of  wat er .

He made hi s way hal f  a mi l e up t he r i ver ,  passi ng under  t he ol d
Paci Þc Hi ghway br i dge t o t he eddy j ust  beyond i t .  Dur i ng t he past  f ew
days he had made hi s r epai r s t o t he Þf t y- f oot  cot t on net  st owed i n t he
canoe.  ÒMy dad al ways t ol d me t o pr epar e f or  t he sal mon comi ng
back.  DonÕt  get  caught  i n a hur r y.  Have i t  done i n advance.  He t ol d me
about  a guy cut t i ng a net  i n t he dark and st abbi ng hi msel f  i n t he
st omach.  ÔDonÕt  be l i ke t hat , Õ he t ol d me. Ó Bi l l y unwr apped t he net
and set  i t  neat l y,  wi t h t he corks on t he t op keepi ng 
t he apparat us aßoat  and t he wei ght s on t he ot her  si de of  t he net  r est -
i ng on t he r i ver  bot t om.

Wi t h t he net  i n pl ace,  t he boy l ashed t he canoe t o t he l i mbs of  a
f al l en mapl e t r ee over hangi ng t he eddy.  ÒI t  was l i ke a t unnel  under
t here.  And t he canoe l ooks j ust  l i ke a l og.  ThereÕs no way t hey coul d
see i t . Ó Hi s work done,  he st rode back t o hi s home at  Fr ankÕs Landi ng
on t he r i ver si de t r ai l  t hat  cut  t hrough t he t angl e of  vi ne mapl e,
f er ns,  and bl ackber r y.  

He knew t he way by hear t .  ÒWe di dnÕt  wal k on t he r oads.  Al l  we
wal ked wer e t r ai l s.  I ndi ans have al ways used t hat  r i ver  t r ai l .  I t  went
al l  t he way up t o our  mount ai n. Ó

He was up ear l y t he next  mor ni ng,  st i l l  needi ng t he dar k.  He made
hi s way back up t he t r ai l .  The net  had done i t s wor k,  t aki ng some
st eel head and a l oad of  chum sal mon.  Thi s was t he r enowned l at e chum
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r un bound f or  Muck Cr eek.  ÒI
knew t heyÕd be t her e because
Muck Cr eek had j ust  sent  down
t he bi g wi nt er  f r eshet  t hat  get s
t he sal mon goi ng ever y year .  And
t hat  downed mapl e hangi ng out
over  t he eddy woul d gi ve t hem
shade and shel t er . Ó He woul d sel l
hi s cat ch t o near by f ar mer s,  who
woul d l i ke t hi s f r esh meat .

Bi l l y l ai d t he Þsh i n t he canoe,
t hen f ol ded t he net  and st owed i t .
He pol ed out  i nt o t he cur r ent ,
ßoat ed under  t he br i dge,  and
headed t owar d t he gr avel  bar  on
t he f ar  si de of  t he r i ver .  The bar
was a good pl ace t o but cher  t he
Þsh.  He unl oaded hi s Þsh and
went  
t o wor k,  t he gr avel  r aspi ng hi s
knees t hr ough t he r ubber  hi p
boot s.  Take of f  t he head,  t he Þns,
t he t ai l  wi t h t he sharp kni f e.
Dr aw t he kni f e up al ong t he
backbone.  Make t he Þl l et s i n t he
ol d way.  Qui ck and ef Þci ent ,  but
neat  and respect f ul .  

The t wo ßashl i ght s hi t  hi m

4 Introduction: 1945

dead on,  no mor e t han Þf t y f eet
away:  ÒYOUÕRE UNDER
ARREST! Ó

Bi l l y j umped t o hi s f eet  and
scr ambl ed f r ant i cal l y acr oss t he
bar  t owar d t he br ush,  awkwar d
i n hi s hi p boot s.  At  t he edge of
t he br ush he st umbl ed and f el l .
The t wo game war dens wer e on
hi m and had hi m by t he ar ms.

ÒLeave me al one,  goddami t , Ó
t he st r uggl i ng boy scr eamed out ,
ÒI  Þsh here!  I  LI VE HERE! Ó

Thi s i nci dent ,  j ust  bef ore
Chr i st mas of  1945,  mar ked t he
Þr st  of  mor e 
t han Þf t y ar r est s t hat  Bi l l y
Fr ank,  Jr . ,  woul d endur e over
t he course of  t hree decades.  The
moment  coi nci ded wi t h t he
begi nni ng of  t he post ÐWor l d War
I I  boom t hat  j ump- st ar t ed t he
economy of  Seat t l e,  Puget  Sound,
and t he Paci Þc Nor t hwest ,
changi ng f or ever  t he l ands and
wat er s and,  par t i cul ar l y f or
Bi l l y,  t he r i ver  t hat  r ushes
t hr ough hi s vei ns.  Al most  i ncred-
i bl y,  he became a pr i nci pal
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cel ebr at ed as a vi si onar y,  i f  we go deeper  and t r uer  we l ear n t hat  he
i s best  under st ood as a pl ai nspoken bear er  of  t r adi t i ons,  a messen-
ger ,  passi ng al ong messages f r om hi s f at her ,  f r om hi s gr andf at her ,
f r om t hose f ur t her  back,  f r om al l  I ndi an peopl e,  r eal l y.  They ar e
messages about  our sel ves,  about  t he nat ur al  wor l d,  about  soci et i es
past ,  about  t hi s soci et y,  and about  soci et i es t o come.  Some of  t he
messages ar e si mpl e and homespun:  Teach your  chi l dr en t o t ake pr i de
i n t hei r  wor kmanshi p when t hey put  out  t hei r  net s.  Ot her s ar e pr o-
f ound:  You canÕt  quel l  t he Þr e of  I ndi an sover ei gnt y by ar r est i ng
I ndi an Þsher men.  When exami ned r i gor ousl y Ñ not  out  of  any r oman-
t i ci sm but  onl y out  of  our  own enl i ght ened sel f - i nt er est  Ñ t hese 
messages can be of  great  pract i cal  use t o us i n t hi s and f ut ure years.
Under - st ood i n t hi s sense,  t her e i s no i dent i - Þabl e begi nni ng or  end

MUCK CREEK

8

CHAPTER 1

Medicine Creek
Treaty tribes

reserved all lands
on the reservation

for fishing, and they
also reserved fishing

rights Òat all usual
and accustomed

grounds and 
stationsÓ outside
their treaty land

reservations. 
Fish weirs were 

common in larger
upriver tributaries.
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canoe was seen i n t he r i ver . Ó
The conßi ct  Ñ pi t ched bat t l es 

f ol l owed by i nt er l udes wher e t he
Ni squal l y,  who knew t he t er r ai n 
bet t er ,  hi d out  i n t he deep woods
Ñ went  on f or  mor e t han ei ght
mont hs.  Leschi ,  who pr obabl y
never  had mor e t han 300 t r oops,
devel oped a di sci pl i ned mi l i t ar y
f or ce.  Bi l l yÕs dad was born a
gener at i on af t er  t he war ,  but
Bi l l yÕs gr andf at her ,  whi l e t oo
young t o Þght ,  r emember ed t he
t i me wel l ,  and t he memor i es
have been passed down t o Bi l l y
wi t h pr eci si on.

ÒLeschi  t r ai ned hi s t r oops up
on t he Muck Cr eek pr ai r i e.  My
gr and- f at her  used t o wat ch t he
sol di er s di sci pl i ni ng t hei r  hor s-
es wi t h a maneuver  t hey cal l ed
Ôt he wheel . ÕÓ The hor semen,
about  t went y i n number ,  woul d
l i ne up i n a st rai ght  row.  Hal f  of
t he hor semen Ñ t hose on t he
r i ght  Ñwoul d be f aci ng nor t h,
t he ot her  hal f  f aci ng sout h.  Then
t hey woul d mar ch t hei r  hor ses,
al ways hol di ng t hei r  l i ne,  l i ke a
l ong,  si ngl e- bl aded pr opel l er .
Thi s t r ai ni ng maneuver ,  of
cour se,  was never  used i n com-
bat ,  but  Leschi  made r egul ar  and
good use of  i t  t o creat e readi ness.  

Li ves were l ost  on bot h si des 

18 Muck Creek

dur i ng t he many ski r mi shes.  The
gr eat est  t r agedy t ook pl ace
upr i ver ,  wher e Ohop Cr eek and
t he Mashel  Ri ver  j oi n wi t h t he
Ni squal l y Ri ver .  Sever al  f ami -
l i es Ñ peopl e who wer e not  war -
r i or s,  peopl e who want ed t o st ay
away f r om t he conßi ct  Ñ had
r et r eat ed t o t he ar ea,  whi ch was
near  Leschi Õs nat i ve vi l l age.
Except  f or  t he f ew open pr ai r i es,
i t  i s st eep,  choppy count r y,  t he
rugged f oot hi l l s bui l di ng up t o
Mount  Rai ner ,  t hi ck wi t h bl ack-
ber r y bushes and vi ne mapl e,
good count r y t o hi de out  i n,  but
di f Þcul t  
t o escape i n i f  caught  by sur -
pr i se.  I n Apr i l  1856,  Capt ai n
Hami l t on J.  C.  Maxon and hi s
t r oops came upon a smal l
Ni squal l y encampment  near  Ohop
Creek and ki l l ed everyone i n i t .
Then Maxon and hi s men di scov-

er ed a l ar ger  gr oup of  sever al
f ami l i es i n a Þshi ng camp near
t he conßuence of  t he Mashel  and
t he Ni squal l y r i ver s.  Most  of  t he
peopl e wer e women and chi l dr en;
a wi t ness,  Rober t  Thompson,
count ed onl y t wo men.  Maxon
or der ed hi s sol di er s t o char ge t he
def ensel ess Ni squal l y f ami l i es.
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They sl aught er ed some sevent een
Ni squal l y and wounded many
mor e.  Bi l l yÕs 
dad hear d many account s of
MaxonÕs Massacr e and r ecount ed
t hem dur i ng a t aped i nt er vi ew.

ÒThose I ndi ans at  t he mas-
sacre,  t hey were .  .  .  up on t he
hi l l  l ooki ng down at  t he pl ace
wher e t he Mashel  r uns i nt o t he
Ni squal l y.  They sai d t he sol di ers
came on t hem and t he I ndi ans al l
r an down t he hi l l  and swam
acr oss t he [ Ni squal l y]  and r an up
t he ot her  si de.  And t he sol di ers
wer e shoot i ng t hem f r om t he t op
of  t he hi l l .  Ther e was a woman
car r yi ng a baby on her  back and
t hey shot  her .  She and t he baby
f el l  i nt o t he r i ver  and ßoat ed
down.  .  .  .  Some of  t he young got
away Ñ cl i mbed up t he hi l l  on
t he ot her  si de of  t he r i ver .  I
donÕt  know how many t hey ki l l ed,
but  t her e wer e a l ot  of  t hem. Ó

The t er r i t or i al  aut hor i t i es
Þnal l y t ook cust ody of  Leschi  i n
November  1856.  Hi s nephew
Sl uggi a,  who knew of  Leschi Õs
desi r e f or  peace,  had been of f er ed
a r ewar d f or  Leschi Õs capt ur e.
Taki ng hi s peopl eÕs chi ef  by sur -
pr i se,  Sl uggi a capt ur ed hi m and
t ook hi m t o St ei l acoom,  wher e
Leschi  was ar r est ed.  Sl uggi aÕs

19 Muck Creek

br each of  f ami l y and nat i onhood
soon was avenged by 
Wa He Lut ,  one of  Leschi Õs most
abl e l i eut enant s.  Wa He Lut
ki l l ed Sl uggi a f or  hi s t reason.

Thr ee days af t er  Leschi Õs
ar rest ,  
t he Ter r i t or y t r i ed hi m f or  t he
mur der  of  Col onel  A.  Bent on
Moses,  an Amer i can sol di er .
Leschi Õs l awyer s ar gued Ñ i n
addi t i on t o t he f act  t hat  he had
not  commi t t ed t he act  Ñ t hat  t hi s
was done i n war  and shoul d not
be puni shed i n ci vi l i an cour t s.
The Þr st  t r i al  r esul t ed i n a hung
j ury.  Af t er  a re- t r i al  of  one day,
a j ur y 
of  l ocal  non- I ndi ans f ound hi m 
gui l t y.  On appeal ,  Leschi  spoke t o 
t he Supr eme Cour t  of  t he
Ter r i t or y t hr ough an i nt er -
pret er .  

ÒI
do
not

know anyt hi ng about  your  l aws.  I
have supposed t hat  t he ki l l i ng of
ar med men i n war t i me was not
mur der ;  i f  i t  was,  t he sol di er s
who ki l l ed I ndi ans are gui l t y of
mur der  t oo. . . .

ÒI  went  t o war  because I
bel i eved t hat  t he I ndi an had been
wr onged by t he whi t e men,  and I
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smokehouse.  The smoke comes
out  of  t he cr acks i n t he smoke-
house.  

ÒHow l ong heÕd l eave t hem i n
woul d depend on what  he want ed.
You can smoke t hem j ust  a l i t t l e
bi t  and get  what  whi t e peopl e cal l
ki pper ed.  Or  you can l eave t hem
in 
l ong t o cook mor e,  smoke mor e.
You can get  j er ky i f  you want ,
har d as a r ock,  and t heyÕl l  never
spoi l  or  rot  
or  mol d.  Lat er ,  you put  t hem i n
wat er  
t o sof t en.

ÒDown by t he r i ver  wi t h t he
smokehouse was t he cer emoni al
house.  The medi ci ne peopl e woul d
use t hat  and you di dnÕt  go i n
t her e.  They had sweat  houses by
t he r i ver ,  t oo. Ó

The Ni squal l y al so kept  t hei r  
di st i nct i ve canoes Ñ handsome
and ut i l i t ar i an Ñ down by t he
r i ver .  ÒThose t hi ngs t ook a cou-

pl e
of

year s t o make.  I  know,  because
my dad showed me how and I Õve
made t hem.  You have t o go t o t he
l ogj ams i n t he spr i ng and Þnd t he
r i ght  t ree,  one of  t he smal l
cedar s t hat  washed down t he

26 Muck Creek

r i ver .  Then youÕve got  t o l et  i t  
si t  and dry i n t he shade,  not  i n
t he sun.  Then you do al l  t he cut -
t i ng and hol l owi ng and car vi ng.

ÒThe r esi dent i al  ar ea was on
t he pr ai r i e,  up above t he r i ver .
My dad l i ved i n a cedar  home.
They t ook a bi g t r ee st r uck by
l i ght ni ng.  The gr ai n was st r ai ght
as can be.  TheyÕd use a st one
wedge and a mal l et  t o make a
crack.  Then t heyÕd spl i t  i t  i nt o a
per f ect  pl ank,  t hi r t y,  f or t y,  Þf t y
f eet  l ong.  You di dnÕt  even have a
knot  i n t hose ol d- gr owt h t r ees.  

ÒWe had ever yt hi ng back when
Dad was a boy.  The hunt er s woul d
come back wi t h f ur s and ski ns

and

meat .  The Sound was cl ose,  onl y
ei ght  mi l es downr i ver .  Dad woul d
t ake a canoe down t o t he mud ßat s
at  l ow t i de f or  t he cl ams,  t he
oyst er s,  t he geoducks.  HeÕd
al ways say,  ÔWhen t he t i de goes
out ,  our  t abl e i s set . ÕÓ

Muck Cr eek pr ai r i e was a
sour ce of  bot h f ood and maj est y.
ÒThey knew how t o bur n t he
pr ai r i es wi t hout  bur ni ng t he
woods.  Today t hey cal l  i t  con-
t r ol l ed bur ns.  I t  was magi c.
TheyÕd bur n i t  so t he pot at oes and
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CHAPTER 2

mount ai n wher e t he r i ver  i s bor n Ñ was a homel and so gener ous t hat
i t  gave you ever yt hi ng you and your  f ami l y coul d 
possi bl y need.  I t  Þl l ed a per son compl et el y up.  And you wer e par t  of
i t ,  not  separ at e.  You wer e umbi l i cal l y connect ed t o par adi se.  Just  one 
paradi se.  You di dnÕt  go of f  t o ot her  dut i es.  You coul dnÕt .  You were 
connect ed.

You l ear n a l ot  about  t hi s f r om Bi l l yÕs dadÕs Þr st  exper i ence wi t h
t he whi t e manÕs school .  The I ndi an agent s pr essur ed al l  t he par ent s t o
send t hei r  ki ds of f  t o f eder al  boar di ng school .  When Bi l l yÕs dad was
si x,  hi s f at her  r el uct ant l y t ook hi m some f or t y mi l es on hor seback,
out  of  t he Ni squal l y wat er shed,  up past  Tacoma,  t o t he boar di ng
school  i n Feder al  Way.  Two weeks l at er ,  t he f at her ,  upon goi ng back
up t o t he school  t o vi si t ,  was t ol d:  ÒYour  sonÕs not  here. Ó I t  t urned
out  t hat  t he boy had j ust  l ef t  wi t h Geor ge LaPl at e,  a school mat e f r om
Chehal i s.  Bi l l yÕs dad made i t  al l  t he way back home on f oot .  I t  t ook
hi m t wo days.

ÒNow you t el l  me, Ó Bi l l y says.  ÒDi d t hat  l i t t l e guy know t hi s 
count r y? Hel l ,  heÕd been al l  over  
t hi s count r y.  They di dnÕt  go t owar d Canada.  They knew wher e t hey
wer e al l  t he t i me.  He got  home t o Muck Cr eek and hi s f r i end kept
goi ng t o Chehal i s.  He al ways t aught  me:  You never  get  l ost .  Al ways
f ol l ow t he wat er .  The wat er  wi l l  get  bi gger .  Cr eek,  st r eam,  r i ver ,
sound,  ocean. Ó 

Bi l l yÕs dad ret urned t o grade school  f or  a f ew years,  but  hi s l i f e
was back home.  ÒDad had a wagon and a hor se on Muck Cr eek.  I f  you
had a wagon and a hor se,  you wer e r i ch.  You coul d go up t o Tahol ah
and haul  t he Þsh t o mar ket  i n Aber deen and Mocl i ps,  Gr ays Har bor .
He had ever yt hi ng.

ÒOne t i me a guy asked my dad what  hi s Soci al  Secur i t y number
was.  That  di dnÕt  make any sense t o my dad:  he sai d,  ÔWhy woul d I  need

29

NISQUALLY RIVER
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t o condemn I ndi an t r ust  l ands
unl ess Congr ess expr essl y
aut hor i zes i t ,  whi ch Congr ess
had not  done.

I l l egal  t hough t he Pi er ce
Count y condemnat i on was,  t he
mi l i t ar y di d not  even wai t  f or  i t s
concl usi on.  As one account
expl ai ns:  ÒI n t he wi nt er  of
1917,  t he Uni t ed St at es Ar my
moved i n t r espass upon t he l ands
of  t he Ni squal l y.  I ndi an f ami l i es
wer e summar i l y or der ed t o l eave
t hei r  homes and not  r et ur n unt i l
advi sed 
of  per mi ssi on t o do so.  Some
f ami l i es wer e l oaded up on wag-
ons and t r anspor t ed t o ot her
par t s of  t he Ni squal l y Ri ver  val -
l ey and l ef t  t o Þnd shel t er  among
t r ees or  makeshi f t  pr ot ect i ons
agai nst  t he weat her . Ó

Congr ess cal l ed f or  an i nvest i -
gat i on,  whi ch was compl et ed i n
1920.  The Secr et ar y of  t he
I nt er i or  wrot e:  ÒI  am st i l l  of  t he
opi ni on t hat  i t  woul d be unwi se
t o obt ai n t hese l ands by condem-
nat i on . . . and evi ct  t he I ndi ans
t her ef r om,  who woul d no doubt
obj ect  st r ongl y t o r emovi ng f r om
t hei r  homes. Ó The Secr et ar i es of
War  and t he I nt er i or  bot h
emphasi zed t he pat r i ot i sm of  t he
Ni squal l y:  Ò[ We]  f eel  very

31 Nisqually River

st rongl y . . . t hat  t he spl endi d
spi r i t  mani f est ed by t he I ndi ans
i n pr ompt l y sur r ender i ng t hei r
ol d homes,  of  i nest i mabl e val ue
t o t hem,  t o ai d our  count r y
shoul d not  go unnot i ced. . . . Ó But
t he Ni squal l y 
of  t he 1910s,  di spi r i t ed,  di sor -
gani zed,  and di spossessed,  had no
way t o Þght  back as t hey had done
i n t he 1850s,  and as t hey woul d
do agai n i n t he 1960s and
beyond.  The l and was never
r est or ed.  Congr ess r at i Þed t he
condemnat i on and set  up a smal l
f und f or  r epl acement  l and.  For t
Lewi s now had t wo- t hi r ds of  t he
r eser vat i on.

Thi s r emoval  f r om t hei r

homes,  i n t he dead of  wi nt er ,
shat t ered t he l i ves of  t he
Ni squal l y.  Many ßed t he ar ea t o
t he homes of  r el at i ves at
Puyal l up,  Chehal i s,  or  Qui naul t .
Some suf f er ed pneumoni a.
Josephi ne Pope,  t he wi f e of
Bi l l yÕs dad,  di ed wi t hi n a year .
Lat er ,  i n 1928,  he mar r i ed
Angel i ne.

ÒAl l  of  a sudden t hey sai d t o
my dad,  ÔYou donÕt  have a pl ace t o
l i ve anymor e. Õ That ,  and l osi ng
hi s wi f e,  must  have been a bl ow
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t o t he young man t hat  he was.  But
he wasnÕt  goi ng t o gi ve up.  He
was a st eady,  qui et  guy.  He di dnÕt
l ook f or  t roubl e.  I  t el l  Wi l l i e
t hi s.  You go around t r oubl e.  Go
around i t .

ÒSo he wal ked ar ound l ooki ng
f or  l and.  He l i ved i n a t ent  down
by t he mout h of  t he r i ver  f or  a
coupl e of  years.  Fi nal l y,  i n
1919,  he deci ded on si x acr es
al ong t he r i ver .  I t  was owned by
a f ar mer ,  Wi nt  Bennet t ,  and he
sol d i t  t o my dad.  That  pl ace
became known as Fr ankÕs
Landi ng.  

ÒHow do you have t he pat i ence
t o deal  wi t h t hese peopl e? YouÕve
been cr apped on t i me and t i me
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agai n,  how do you do i t ? Hi s
pat i ence was i n hi s br i ngi ng up,
i n t he carvi ng of  t he canoes,  l i v-
i ng near  t hat  r i ver  wi t h al l  t hat
wat er  goi ng by hi m,  t he sal mon
comi ng back ever y year ,  comi ng
back ever y year . Ó
ÒThat  r i ver  was my l i f e.  You
under st and i t  r i ght  f r om when
you wer e a l i t t l e boy.  The wi nt er
ßoods,  t he spr i ng ßoods,  t he l ow
summer  wat er .  We l i ved r i ght  on
t he bank,  r i ght  near  t he edge of
t i dewat er .  At  Fr ankÕs Landi ng
you know exact l y when t he t i de

comes i n and when i t  goes out .  
ÒAnd t her e was a r el at i onshi p

bet ween your  l i f e as a l i t t l e boy
and t he sal mon.  You knew t hat
ever y year  t he sal mon came
back.  Spr i ng sal mon,  
summer  sal mon,  f al l  sal mon,
t hen t he wi nt er  r un of  chum
sal mon up t o Muck Cr eek.  Then
t he cycl e woul d st ar t  over  agai n.

ÒWe l i ved i n t hat  r i ver  al l
summer .  Ever y day,  Þshi ng,
swi mmi ng.  We had an ol d wooden
br i dge.  The Ol d Road,  we cal l ed i t .
I t Õs not  t her e anymor e Ñ i t  got
t or n down af t er  Wor l d War  I I .
But  back t hen,  weÕd di ve of f  i t .

The old Nisqually Grade
School was four blocks 
distant from young Billy
FrankÕs home. A similar

trek took him to
ÒNisquallyÓ for mail and

groceries. The wee 
wayside town and 

general delivery post
office vanished with the 

construction of
Interstate-5 in 1968.
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i ng t o pr oduce mi l i t ar y ai r cr af t
dur i ng t he Col d War  and expand-
i ng t o i ncl ude commer ci al  pl anes
by t he 1950s.  El ect r oni cs and
aer ospace i ndust r i es moved i n,

and

i nt er nat i onal  t r ade ßour i shed.
The subur bs mushr oomed i n
r esponse t o peopl eÕs appr eci at i on
f or  t he regi onÕs cl ean ai r  and
out door  l i f est yl e.  I n east ern
Washi ngt on,  a bur geoni ng
demand pl us good gr owi ng condi -
t i ons i n t he Yaki ma and
Wenat chee val l eys and el sewher e
l ed t o i r r i gat ed bumper  cr ops of
appl es,  pear s,  and ot her  speci al -
t y f rui t s and veget abl es.
Washi ngt on as a st at e gr ew f r om
2. 3 mi l l i on peopl e at  t he cl ose 
of  Wor l d War  I I  t o near l y 6 mi l -
l i on 
at  t he end of  t he cent ury.  The
Puget  Sound ar ea expanded
t hr ee- f ol d,  shoot i ng f r om 1 mi l -
l i on i n 1945 t o 
3. 3 mi l l i on i n t he l at e 1990s.

The non- I ndi an sal mon t ake
r ose shar pl y i n t he year s af t er
t he war .  For t y- si x Puget  Sound
commer ci al  gi l l net t er s Þshed f or
sockeye i n 1945;  t he number
l eaped t o 322 i n 1953,  t o 637
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i n 1957;  t her e wer e 121 sei n-
er s i n 1945,  452 i n 1961.
Sal mon and t he aer obat i c st eel -
head wer e pur sued avi dl y f or
r ecr eat i on by newcomer s ßood-
i ng i nt o t he Nor t hwest .  Wash-
i ngt on put  a dai l y t wo- Þsh l i mi t
on spor t  Þshi ng f or  sal mon,  but
an 
annual commer ci al  l i cense,  wi t h
no dai l y l i mi t ,  cost  $15.  As a
r esul t ,  spor t  Þsher men r egul ar -
l y pur por t ed t o t ake up commer -
ci al  Þshi ng.

Popul at i on pr essur es br ought
whol esal e habi t at  dest r uct i on.
The shor t ,  st eep r i ver s r unni ng
f r om t he Cascades t o Puget  Sound
cr eat ed out st andi ng oppor t uni t i es
f or  generat i ng el ect r i ci t y t o f uel
i ndust r i al  and 
r esi dent i al  devel opment ;  t he Ci t y
of  Tacoma sei zed one of  t hese
oppor t uni t i es wi t h i t s gener at i ng
f aci l i t i es on t he upper  Ni squal l y
Ri ver .  The hydr oel ect r i c pr oj -
ect s of  Tacoma and t he Ci t y of
Cent r al i a,  t o whi ch we wi l l
r et ur n,  pounded t he sal mon r uns
on t he Ni squal l y.

At  t he same t i me,  f uel ed by t he
baby boom,  t he housi ng i ndust r y
cr anked up and t he nat i on l ooked
t o t he Nor t hwest  f or  t i mber .  The
For est  Ser vi ce ent husi ast i cal l y
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i ng el ect r i cal  l i nes i n Br i t i sh Col umbi a,  Mont ana,  I daho,  Washi ng-
t on,  and down t o Or egon.

But  dur i ng t he r uns,  Fr ankÕs Landi ng was hyper act i ve,  whi t e hot .
The sur vei l l ance was cont i nuous.  Ther e wer e scor es of  r ai ds,  many of
t hem Ñ pr eser ved bot h i n f r ont - page phot ogr aphs and a gr eat  amount
of  Þl m f oot age Ñ ugl y,  hear t r endi ng br awl s.  I n t i me,  t he banks of  t he
Ni squal l y mer ged wi t h t he school house st eps of  Li t t l e Rock,  t he
br i dge at  Sel ma,  and t he back of  t he bus i n Mont gomer y.

The game war dens Ñ a dozen t o mor e t han Þf t y Ñ woul d descend 
t he banks i n a st one- f aced scr ambl e t owar d a f ew Ni squal l y men i n a
canoe or  ski f f  unl oadi ng sal mon f r om a gi l l net .  Usual l y t he Ni squal l y
woul d gi ve passi ve r esi st ance Ñ dead wei ght  Ñ and Þve of Þcer s or
mor e woul d dr ag t he men up t he r ugged banks t owar d t he wai t i ng
vehi cl es.  The dr aggi ng of t en got  r ough,  wi t h much pushi ng and shov-
i ng,  many ar ms t wi st ed way up t he back,  and numer ous col d- cock
punches.  The bi l l y cl ubs made t hei r  t huds.  Somet i mes t he I ndi an men
st r uck back.  Some-  t i mes I ndi an peopl e on t he banks t hrew st ones and
st i cks at  t he i nt ruders.  The st ench of  t ear  gas hung i n t he ai r .  

The Ni squal l y women got  i nvol ved t oo.  Fi l m f oot age shows Mai sel l e
Br i dges and Bi l l yÕs wi f e,  Nor ma,  cl i ngi ng desper at el y t o t he net s as
t he of Þcer s dr agged t hem f or cef ul l y up t he r ocky r i ver  bank.  As wi t h
al l  t he bl ood st r uggl es of  mi nor i t y peopl e f or  f r eedom t he wor l d
over ,  a sor r ow,  a poi gnancy shar ed t he ai r  wi t h t he t ear  gas.  Yes,  al l
t he young,  cl ean- cut ,  cr ew- cut  of Þcer s char ged down t he banks
t owar d t hei r  dut y,  Þxed on f ul Þl l i ng t hei r  oat hs t o enf or ce t he l aw Ñ
good l aw,  so t hey bel i eved.  And yes,  f or  some of  t hem,  t hei r  eyes
r emai ned col d dur i ng t he ensui ng br awl s.  But  i n ot her  young eyes,
one coul d see t he quest i oni ng,  t he sadness.  Why does i t  have t o be t hi s
way? I s t hi s r i ght ? 

The peopl e at  Fr ankÕs Landi ng l ear ned t o endur e t he gr i mness of  t he

GEORGE HUGO BOLDT
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CHAPTER 3

After six fishermen
were jailed for
contempt, a resist-
ance organization
was formed in
1964. Canoeing 
on the Nisqually,
SAIA founders
Janet McCloud
(bow), Don
Matheson, and Al
Bridges (navigator)
prepare to lead a
FrankÕs Landing
Òfish-inÓ (1966).
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When Uni t ed St at es v.
Washi ngt on was Þl ed,  t he St at e of
Washi ngt on r eaf Þr med i t s l ong-
t i me st and t hat  I ndi an t r eat y
Þsher s wer e l i ke any ot her  ci t i -
zens and wer e f ul l y subj ect  t o
st at e r egul at i on.  Some
Washi ngt on st at e cour t  cases
suggest ed t hat  r esul t .  I n 1916,
t he st at e supr eme cour t  had
wr i t t en t hi s i n St at e v.
Towessnut e:  ÒThe pr emi se of
I ndi an soverei gnt y we rej ect .  .  .  .
The I ndi an was a chi l d,  and a
dangerous chi l d,  of  nat ure,  t o be
bot h pr ot ect ed and
r est r ai ned. . . .  Nei t her  Rome nor
sagaci ous Br i t ai n ever  deal t
mor e l i ber al l y wi t h t hei r  sub-
j ect  r aces t han we wi t h t hese
savage t r i bes,  whom i t  was gen-
er al l y t empt i ng and al ways easy
t o dest r oy and whom we have so
of t en per mi t t ed t o squander  vast
areas of  f er t i l e l and bef ore our
eyes. Ó

Ah,  hi st or y.  Who was t he bet -
t er  hi st or i an,  t hi s Washi ngt on
Supr eme Cour t  j udge or  Leschi Õs
hangman? But  t hat  ki nd of  j udi -
ci al  decl ar at i on was r ed meat  i n
t he 1960s and 1970s f or
Washi ngt on of Þci al s caught  up i n
t hei r  war  on t he t r i bes.  Jack
Met cal f ,  t hen a st at e senat or  and
l ater a 
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con-
gr ess-

man,  sai d:  ÒYou canÕt  have supe-
r i or  r i ght s;  you canÕt  have a
her edi t ar y ar i st ocr acy . . .  that
has mor e r i ght s t han ot her  peo-
pl e.  That  wonÕt  wor k i n t hi s
count r y. Ó Wal t er  Neubr echt ,
head of  t he Washi ngt on
Depar t ment  of  Game,  bl unt l y
asser t ed t he st at esÕ r i ght s vi ew:
ÒWe had t o br i ng i n our  f ul l
f or ce and ar r est  anyone who had
r esi st ed or  was i nt er f er i ng wi t h
us i n t he per f or mance of  our
dut i es. Ó

Power f ul  f orces i n st at e gov-
er nment , t hen,  i nsi st ed on goi ng
t o t he mat .  No speci al  t r eat y
r i ght s.  Thi s i s purel y an
enf or cement  mat t er .  Just  r ead
t he st at e l aws.

Mor e t r oubl i ng as a l egal  mat -
t er  was t he so- cal l ed Puyal l up I
deci si on i n 1968.  That  opi ni on,
wr i t t en by Just i ce Wi l l i am O.
Dougl as,  had f ound t hat  t he st at e
coul d r egul at e of f - r eser vat i on
Þshi ng i f  Òr easonabl e and neces-
sar yÓ t o achi eve Òconser vat i onÓ
of  t he speci es.  Thi s seemed t o
gi ve suppor t  t o an ar gument  t he
st at e had made al l  al ong Ñ t hat  i t
was r egul at i ng I ndi ans t o pr ot ect
t he speci es.  As t he t r i bes saw i t ,
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at t empt ed t o r ul e out  I ndi an net
Þsher s.  I ndi ans had al ways used
net s,  and t he st at e coul d not  pro-
hi bi t  I ndi an net  Þshi ng under
t hese ci r cumst ances.  

And so i n Puyal l up I I t he
Supr eme Cour t  had rej ect ed t he
st at eÕs sweepi ng conser vat i on
ar gument .  Wi l l i am Rodger s,
t r i bal  l awyer  and l aw 
pr of essor ,  had br i ef ed t he case
wel l .  Pr of essor  JohnsonÕs ar t i cl e
was r azor  shar p and j ust .  Just i ce
Dougl as had hi msel f  gr own up i n
t he Yaki ma 
val l ey and was bel i eved t o have
some sympat hi es f or  I ndi ans.  But
coul d i t  al so have mat t ered t hat ,
af t er Puyal l up I and bef or e
Puyal l up I I ,  one Hank Adams had
bef r i ended one Cat hy Dougl as,  t he
wi f e of  t he Just i ce? And t hat
Cat hy Dougl as,  her sel f  a l awyer ,
had vi si t ed Fr ankÕs Landi ng and
had,  l i ke many bef or e her ,
become i mbued wi t h t he r i ght -
ness of  t he t r i besÕ posi t i on? 

Bef ore t he Bol dt  t r i al ,  t he
Washi ng- t on Depar t ment  of
Fi sher i es,  whi ch had j ur i sdi c-
t i on over  al l  sal moni ds except
st eel head,  unl eashed a t hunder -
bol t .  The agency announced t hat  
i t  woul d suppor t  t he i dea t hat
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Òf ai r  shar eÓ meant  a f ul l  one-
t hi r d t o t he t r i bes,  wi t h one-
t hi r d
to
non-
I ndi an spor t  Þsher s and one-
t hi r d t o non- I ndi an commer ci al
Þsher s.  Yes,  t he mor al i t y was
set t l i ng i n.  The Þsher i es depar t -
ment  coul d see t hat  t he t r i bes had
a compel l i ng case.  But  t he
unbendi ng Depar t ment  of  Game,
wi t h j ur i sdi ct i on over  st eel head,
hel d Þr m.  I t  al ways di d,  whet her
on t he banks of  t he r i vers or  at
t he bar  of  t he Cour t .  No speci al
t reat y r i ght s.  

The mont h- l ong t r i al  was hel d
i n t he f al l  of  1973,  i n t he f eder -
al  cour t house i n Tacoma.  Dr .

Valerie Bridges (1969)

Billy Frank met Sue
Crystal when she was

assigned to acquire lands
for Wa He Lut Indian

SchoolÕs permanent site.
Since the birth of their
son in April 1982, Sue

has continued as an
attorney in high state
government offices, 

while Billy has retained
chairmanship of the

Northwest Indian
Fisheries Commission.
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